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A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION   
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TENNESSEE A SECOND AMENDMENT  

CONSTITUTIONAL COUNTY.  
 

RESOLUTION: R-20-5-904 

 
REQUESTED BY: COMMISSIONERS  

DAILEY & BEELER  

 

PREPARED BY: KNOX COUNTY LAW 

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
AND CORRECTNESS:_______________________ 

    DIRECTOR OF LAW 

 

 

            APPROVED:________________________________ 

DATE 

 
 

            VETOED:__________________________________ 

DATE 

 

VETO 

OVERRIDE:________________________________ 

DATE 
 

MINUTE 

BOOK______________PAGE__________________ 

 
 

WHEREAS, on March 30, 2020, on behalf of the citizens of Knox County, 

Tennessee, the Knox County Commission state and accept as true, the following: 

 

WHEREAS, the Declaration of Independence states: that people are "endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, …to secure these rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed…."; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, John Adams wrote in “A Dissertation on the Canon and the Feudal 

Law”, No. 1 (1765): "I say RIGHTS, for such they [the people] have, undoubtedly, 

antecedent to all earthly government - Rights that cannot be repealed or restrained by 

human laws - Rights derived from the great legislator of the universe."; and  
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WHEREAS, Natural Law Rights, given to each of us by our Creator are the basis of 

our Constitution by which they are protected and secured to each of us. Natural Law 

Rights, including that of self-protection, are guaranteed by our laws, our history, and our 

traditions; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is natural tendency of Civil Government to expand beyond the limits 

of its rightful, Constitutional authority and to exercise powers which it has not been 

granted through the delegated consent of the governed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States is the Supreme Law of our 

Nation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States states: 

"A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 

people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436, 

491, 86 S.Ct. 1602, 16 L.Ed.2d 694 (1966) stated: "Where rights secured by the 

Constitution are involved, there can be no rule making or legislation which would abrogate 

them."; and  

 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 

U.S. 570, 128 S.Ct. 2783, 171 L.Ed.2d 637 (2008) affirmed that the Second Amendment 

right to keep and bear arms is not connected with service in a militia; and  

  

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in United States v. Miller, 307 U.S. 

174, 178, 59 S.Ct. 816, 83 L.Ed. 1206 (1939) observed that the Second Amendment 

guarantees the right to keep and bear weapons that are “any part of the ordinary military 

equipment [the use of which] could contribute to the common defense.”; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 

Section 1 states:  “…No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the 

privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; …nor deny to any person within 

its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws."; and 

 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in McDonald v. City of Chicago, 561 

U.S. 742, 130 S.Ct. 3020, 177 L.Ed.2d 894 (2010) affirmed that a person's Second 

Amendment right to keep and bear arms is further secured by the Due Process Clause of 

the Fourteenth Amendment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of Tennessee, Article I, Section 26, states: "That the 

citizens of this State have a right to keep and to bear arms for their common defense; but 

the Legislature shall have power, by law, to regulate the wearing of arms with a view to 

prevent crime."; and  
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WHEREAS, the Constitution of Tennessee, Article I, Section 24, states: "That the 

sure and certain defense of a free people, is a well regulated militia; and, as standing 

armies in time of peace are dangerous to freedom, they ought to be avoided as far as the 

circumstances and safety of the community will admit; and that in all cases the military 

shall be kept in strict subordination to the civil authority."; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Ninth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States states: 

“The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or 

disparage others retained by the people.”; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States states: 

"The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 

the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people."; and 

 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court held in Printz v. United States, 521 

U.S. 898, 935, 117 S.Ct. 2365, 138 L.Ed.2d 914 (1997) that the Federal government may not 

“command the States’ officers, or those of their political subdivisions, to administer or 

enforce a federal regulatory program… [as] such commands are fundamentally 

incompatible with our constitutional system of dual sovereignty.”;  and 

 

WHEREAS, the people have the unalienable right to keep and bear arms, as 

specified in the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution, the Constitution of 

Tennessee, and further upheld by subsequent decisions of the United States Supreme 

Court; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Right, as originally written and understood, is to keep and bear 

arms for self-defense, personal safety, protection of one's family, and in defense of one's 

community and county; and  

 

WHEREAS, any regulation of the right to keep and bear arms or affiliated firearm 

rights that violates the Second, Ninth, Tenth, or Fourteenth Amendments of the United 

States Constitution, that violates Article 1, Sections 24 and 26 of the Tennessee 

Constitution, or that violates numerous related Supreme Court Decisions including those 

listed above shall be regarded by the people of, on, or in Knox County, Tennessee to be 

unconstitutional, a transgression of the Supreme Law of the Land and its spirit of 

individual sovereignty; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the criminal misuse of firearms is due to the fact that criminals do not 

obey laws and this is not a reason to abrogate or abridge the unalienable, constitutionally 

guaranteed rights of law-abiding citizens. The last protectors of the Constitution of the 

United States are we the People of the United States and our ability to fulfill that role 

successfully rests on our Second Amendment rights. 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSION OF KNOX 

COUNTY AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 The Board of Commissioners of Knox County, Tennessee will not authorize or 

appropriate government funds, resources, employees, agencies, contractors, buildings, or 

Offices for the purpose of enforcing or assisting in the enforcement of any element of such 

acts, laws, orders, mandates, rules or regulation that infringe on the right by the people to 

keep and bear arms as described and determined by the United States Supreme Court, the 

Tennessee Supreme Court, and/or the Tennessee General Assembly.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Knox County, 

Tennessee meeting in Regular Monthly Session this 30th day of March, 2020 at the City-

County Building in Knoxville, Tennessee that Knox County, Tennessee is officially 

declared a "Second Amendment Constitutional County". 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if any notifications are to be made to effectuate 

this Resolution, then the County Clerk is hereby requested to forward a copy of this 

Resolution to the proper authority. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution is to take effect from and after 

its passage, as provided by the Charter of Knox County, Tennessee, the public welfare 

requiring it. 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Presiding Officer of the Commission Date 

 

 

_________________________________________  

County Clerk     Date 

 

 

Approved:________________________________ 

County Mayor          Date 

 

 

Vetoed:__________________________________ 

             County Mayor             Date 


