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ALTERNATIVE 3—PROPOSED ACTION AND 
NPS PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

Under alternative 3, the mountain bike trail system would include 4.2 miles of easy trail (green, less than 
5% slope), 2.9 miles of moderate trail (blue, 5% to 10% slope), and 4.7 miles of advanced trail (black, 
10% to 15% slope) for a total of 11.8 miles of mountain bike trails. Alternative 3 would also include 
2.3 miles of pedestrian-only trails in the project area for a total of 14.1 miles of trails. Figure 10 provides 
the proposed layout under alternative 3. The trail system would include four drainage crossings over 
perennial streams (i.e., a stream that constantly flows throughout the year). Like alternative 2, the bike 
trail would cross under the access road through a 10-foot by 10-foot box tunnel crossing, and mountain 
bikers would use an at-grade crossing at Katy Hollar Road when using the advanced section. 

Under alternative 3, 0.93 miles of road would be constructed along the proposed Parkway Section 8D 
road alignment to access the mountain bike trail system and trailhead. One centralized trailhead with 
approximately 135–145 parking spaces would be located at the end of the access road. Alternative 3 
would offer six accessible parking spaces and space for 12 oversized vehicles. Combined with associated 
amenities, the trailhead would occupy approximately 2.4 acres. The preliminary location for the trailhead 
under this alternative is partially forested. If alternative 3 were selected for implementation, NPS would 
consider refining the location of this trailhead during design to reduce the amount of required tree 
clearing, potentially locating the trailhead partially or fully within the existing field. For analysis 
purposes, this Revised EA assumes the trailhead would be located completely within the forested area. 

Overall, alternative 3 would require 25.4 acres of disturbance during the construction period. Of these 
25.4 acres, 5.7 acres would be impervious surfaces for buildings, road, and parking areas, and 11.8 acres 
would be pervious trail improvements, including areas adjacent to the 4-foot-wide trail surface that would 
be cleared and contoured or shaped to achieve proper drainage, as appropriate. About 7.7 acres would be 
areas disturbed by earthmoving activities during construction that would be revegetated once construction 
is complete. The remaining 0.2 acres is the raised footprint of the bridge, same as alternative 2. 
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FIGURE 10. ALTERNATIVE 3—NPS PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 


